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New Batrap-Orera 
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As it was lately perform'd by a Company of 2 
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in ſetſbire. a 


| ot 2 


By MARK FREEMAN, of the fad | 


— — —M.: ũ — 


Town, Frecholder and Grocer. 
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A few Perſons ar Taunton, who bod it in their 
Power to turn the Eleftion of Mayor, lataly 
refuſtd a Sum of "Two Trousand Pounys 
for their Votes upon that Occaſion. 

CRAFTSMAN, Ne 385, Nov, 24. 1733. 
May our Examples Means ſufficient prove, 
For more in the ſame ſhining Path to move : 
To ſtop Con Rur rio boldly let's eſſay, 
Mar Bzises, aud give fair LinxkTr the Day. 
1 Conclufion of the OFEA AA. 
To which is added, | 

A NEW BALLAD by way of Epilogue.  ' 

Spoken by the Perſon who a&ted in the Character of Freeman, 
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Printed for Sam. Pulls, near the Temple-Gote in Nees- 
Street; and fold by the Bookſellers of London and 
Weſtmifter,  * | 
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Dramatis Perſonæ. 
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Mr. Chapman, 
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Mr. Procurer, 
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vx 8 Mob. 


Teller. 


WOMEN. 
Mrs, Freeman 
Mrs. Chapman 
Mrs. Firm 
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Drawers, Attendants, Kc. 
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Downfal of Bribery - 
on THE 
Horieſt Men of Taunton. 
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. 
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LECT -b. 
SCE N E I. 
Diſcovers Mrs: Freeman with aCandle,and 
4 News-Paper in ber Hand, reading. 

AEESTERDAY Morning Dr. 
[YI Hollings, one of the Phyſicians 

chat attended the Prince of 


Orange. | Knocking at the Door, 
Who's there * b K N ; 
B Mr. 


= * 
| 
| 
| 
| 
= 


2 The Downfal'of Bribery: Or, 


Mr. Freeman. One. - | 
Mrs. Freeman. [opening the Door.] Oh! 


is it you? I am glad of it: I wonder you 
cChuſe to ſtay out 10 late every Night. 


Mr. Freeman. Yes, my Dear, tis I; [en- 


tering, and ſaluting her] you muſt excuſe 


my late Hours, as they happen but ſeldom, 
on account of the Election. 
Mrs. Freeman. I do, Love: But what 
have you been doing ? 2 
Mr. Freeman. If you can ſtay up, my 
Dear, I will tell you over a Bottle of Beer. 
Mrs. Freeman. What is it a-Clock ? 
Mr. Freeman, ¶ Looking on bis Watch. 


Juſt half an Hour after Nine: — That is 


not late. 


Mrs. Freeman goes, and returns with 4 
Bottle and Glaſs, 


Mr. Freeman. I have refuſed ſuch an 
Offer to-night, Ber/y, as would make 
your Hair ſtand on End. | 
Mrs. Freeman. From whom, Mr. 
Freeman ? but I hope, not abſolutely; 
Mr. Freeman. I am determin'd, indeed, 


Child. | 


— 1 


AIR 


The Honeft Men of Taunton, 3 


ALKYL, 
To all you Ladies now at Land, &c. 


No Future Times ſhall ere upbraid 
Our Children with this Story, 
That I for Gold, the Cauſe betray'd ; 
And ſully'd Taunton's Glory 
No — Honeſty, with juſt Diſdain, 
Beholds their Thouſands told in vain. 
| Fa, bs, la, &c- 


; Mrs. Freeman. What's all this ? — 
For, Mr. Freeman, I don't underſtand 
you; — Come, explain yourſelf, and let 
me participate with you. 

Mr. Freeman. Why you muſt know, 

have been at the * this Evening; 


and there was Squire Mercenary and Mr. 
; xx two. N fine Gentlemen from 
London. | 


Mrs. Freemes. And what of all that ? 
Mr. Freeman. They had a great deal 


of fine Money. 
Mrs. Freeman. How dogs that con- 
cern you ? — What are we the better for 


it? 


B 2 >” 


= " 
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Mr. Freeman. And 1 was offered a ve: 
ry round Sum. 

Mrs. Freeman. For what? — For God- 
fake tell me? + Why didn't you take it 
then ? Money is welcome at all Times. 

Mr. Freeman. Not for the World, my 
Dear, upon ſuch an Occaſion as that. 

Mrs. Freeman. As what? 

Mr. Freeman. Why, to vote for Mr. 
Trimmer. 
| Mrs. Freeman. I am glad, Mr. Freeman, 

you had fo great a Command of your ſelf, 
confidering how Circumſtances are. — I 
would ſooner ftarye, than — 


Mr. Freeman. So would I. — But be | 


| ſure don't drop'a Word for your Life, 
Mrs. Freeman. Not I, truly. N 


ATA EH 
In vain, Dear Chloe, Oc. 


My honeſt Soul, like yours, abhors, 
All ill- got mercenary Stores, 
Contented with my preſent Station ; 
No dirty Means would 1 employ | 
If by their Bribes I could enjoy 
The beſt Place i in the Nation. | 


— 
28 
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II. 


She. Secure in Innocence we live 
He. Tis Honeſty ſhall make us thrive : 
be. Whilſt Virtue's Dictates we obey, 

He. The Great, the miſerable Great, 
She. Shall do the dirty Work of State; 
He. And groan beneath Corruption”s 

MEANT (Sway. 


Both. The Great, the miſerable Great, 
Shall do the dirty Works of State; 
And groan beneath Corruprion's Sway. 


Mr. Freeman. I hope, not only my 
Neighbours, but all true Engliſhmen, will 
ſtand firm, and follow my Example. 
* Freeman. Tis my With too, my 

Car. 

Mr. Freeman. Affairs are come to that 
paſs, that our Liberties and Properties de- 
pend upon our preſent Integrity: For if we 
don't ſecure them now, God knows when 
we ſhall have anqther Opportunity. 

Mrs, Freeman. But how did the Gen- 


tlemen brook it, when you refus'd them? 
Mr, Freeman, With Impudence enough! 
with a Box Grace. — Come, one more 


Glaſs, and then to Bed. 


AIR 
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A IR II. 
"Fill ev ry Glaſs. 


Fill up the Glaſs: 
Hang Bribes, 
And Tribes 
Of Knaves deſigning to cnſlaye. 
How dear is Liberty to the Brave: 
What more than Liberty, dear dy, 
Can Britons crave? 
Fill e ery Glaſs: 
Hang Hribes, 
And 7 ribes 7 
Of Knaves deſigning to enſlaye. 


Scene changes to a Tavern. 


Pr Mercenary and Mr. Procurer, with 
Wine and Glaſſes before them, 


Mer. Theſe are comical Sons of Bitches, 

ack I don't know what to make of em 

Proc. I am afraid, no Good, the Raſcals 
eum to be ſtubborn. 

* . — Excist ! — / Tha done 
ous Cauſe more arm than an 1 
the World. 1 wing 1 ” 

Proc. They ſeem. to be inveterate a- 
gainſt us, and fir'd with a Spirit of Re- 


98 ſentment. 


Mer. 


3 
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Mer. I never knew a Parcel of Fellows 
ſo ſtupidly honeſt in my Life before. 
Proc. They have hitherto refuſed a great 


deal of Money, indeed. 
Mer. We muſt have one more Tryal at 


em. 
Proc. Ay, the Election will not come 
on till next Day, I believe. 
Mer. I am afraid, we ſhall be able to 
hy but a melancholy Account of our Suc- 
ceſs. | l 
Proc. There is no great Likelihood we 
ſhall boaſt of any from this Quarter. 
Mer. Double confound. the Villains 
they exhibit a bad Precedent. 
roc. As ſure as you are alive, other 
Corporations will be influenced by it. 
Mer. We ſhall have that ſeditious Son 
yo a Succubus, the Craftſman, get hold 
of it. | | 
Proc. And then 'twill fly all over the 
Kingdom like Light'ning. | 
"Mer. Well, there is no Remedy. We 
have done what lay in our Power. | 
Proc. True, Brother: And what fays 
Ferdinando, A Man can't do more than he 
| at | 
Mer. Right: And, So whatcar't becur'd, 
muſt be endur'd. 
_ Proc. Certainly: But come, let us drink. 
[Drinking] 


Proc. 


I The ; Dawnſa of- Bride: Or, 


Mer. Never heed that; who would do 
ſuch dirty Work without a plentiful In- 


dulgence. 
Pra Nobody, for certain. — Come, 


| A Brother. 


AIR IV. 


The Laſs of Patty's Mill; 


Mer. The Man who's ſull) 2g o'er 
With Bribery # odious Stain, 
Of Gold ſhould have good Stote, 
IT Tocaſe him of his Pain, 
How. would the Courtier weep ? 
| How mourn his dire Diſeaſc ? 
Did Gain not lull to Sleep 
Were: Woes, «nd oy 2 Eaſe. 


. II. 


Proc. O powerful Thirſt of Gold! 
Whoe'cr your Charms withſtood. 
| Yet Taunton, we are told, 
Prefers the Publick Good. 


IWhat Good can Mortals ſhare 
Which Gold cannot procure? 
Is Liberty ſo dear, 
For't all T hings to endure? 


Men. 


_— 


Co: 
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Mer. You ſee 'tis fo here: They had 
2 be poor, than rich, in the Manner 


e propoſe, 
roc. Even ſo, Sir. — I could like to 


_ taſte one of theſe Somerſet Girls tho', —We 
"bring it under the Article of 4 Treat. 


Mer. I fancy yo won't make much 

rogreſs amongſt the fair Sex. 

Proc. No, it they are as reſeryed as the 

en: — Yet tis but try ing. 

Mer. Hardly worth while, Brother; for 
ſhould yeu miſs of your End, you will be | 
blown. 

Proc. I don't care for that; I'll try what's 
to be done. 

Mer. Well, uſe your own Diſcretion. 

Proc. Nothing alleviates Diſappoint- 
ments ſo much as a Woman's Company. 


AIR V. 


What tho I am a Country Laſs, &c. 


What tho' my Money can't preyail, 

Nor bribe th' Electors to turn Tail; 

Yet ſure in this I ſhall not fail 
To make ſome Dame my Prey. 


"- 


to The Downfal of Bribery: Or, 
Mer. Aſſure your ſelf, the Dames won't fear 
To a& what Husbands boldly dare ; 


And all for Honeſty declare. 
Heedleſs of what you'll ſay. 


Proc. We'll ſee to-morrow, Boy, if Op- 
portunity ſerves. 
Mer. And be defeated in both, I fear. 


| How great is the Defeat that muſt enſue, 
if Bribes not Men nor Women can ſubdue: 


End of the Firſt; ACT. 
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SCENE I. 


Diſcovers Mr. Chapman and his Wife at 
Breakfaſt behind the Counter in his Shop. 


rſe this Sitting-up, it 
does. one a deal of 
P Harm, I believe. 

Mrs. Chap. Harm! 
Ay, net only to yourſelf, Mr. Chapman, 
but your poor Wife and Family ſuffer ſe- 
verely by your Debauches. 

Mr. Chap. I could have made you all 
amends for it laſt Night, my Dear, if I 
pleas' d. 

Mrs. Chap. Amends! the Dev'l take 
me if I deſire any of your Amends, only 
_ you would amend your Hours and 

ays. 

Mr. Chap. A Bank Bill of Fige Hun- 
dred Pounds, Girl! 


C 2 Mrs. 


» 
= — — — 1 —— * 
— — — — P ˙ .» — — — CCS - = 
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Mrs. Chap. A Bank Bill of Five Hun- 
dred E ts] don't think to fun me up with 
your Lyes. | | 

Mr. Chap. 'Tis Fat. es 

Mrs. Chap. What's Fatt ?—That you'll 
ruin yourſelf and Family by your nightly 


Extravagancies, I know is Fact. 


Mr. Chap. Come, come my Dear, be 


eaſy ;—[ had a good Curtain Lecture laſt 


Night, you know, and that's enough for 
ONC, Fault. EE] 

Mrs. Chap. Enough! you ought to have 
your Memory refreſh'd with it ten Times 
a Day, and that's the Way to ſhame you 
out on't. 

Mr. Chap. Prithee be quiet, it coſt me 
not a Farthing laſt Night ;—and moreover, 
I-conld have brought home Money 1 in my 
Pocket. 

Mrs, Chap. T hen I ſuppoſe you are to 
treat for it this Evening. 

Mr. Chap. Not I, indeed. 

Mrs. Chap. How then? Come, tell me 
the Truth, and I'll forgive you. 

Mr. Chap. Forgive me! a pretty Fancy 
indeed, that a Man can't fpend an Hour 


with his Friend at the T avern, but muſt | 


ask his Wife Forgiveneſs. 
Mrs. Chap. Tell me then, Honey, do. 
Mr. Chap. You ſhan't ſay I brought you 
home nothirlg : Here's a new Song, [ [goves 
er 


— 
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her a Piece of Paper] IT would ſing it 
myſelf, but my Head aches too much : It 
goes to the Tyne of Chevy-Cha/e. 

Mrs. Chap. I'll ſing it then, ſhall I? 


Mr. Chap. Ay, do my Dear. 


ATR”. VE 
Chevy-Chaſe. 


| * 
From London Tous to Taunton Fair, 
Two doughty 'Squires came, 
Prepar'd to ſow Diſention there, 
And animate the Flame. 


* 


II. 
Eutreaties firſt were ſcatter d round, 
For Votes to chuſe a Mayor ; 
But more Dependance they have found 
On Money, than on Prayer. 


III. 
Two thouſand Pounds, it is declar d, 
F Trimmer choſen be, 
Shall be paid down as a Reward 
For our Fidelity. 


IV. Is 


- 


P n . Or, 
In moving 8 each bold Squire. 
Propor'd this grand Afar, 


' How much it was their own Deſire, 
Ad our pages s Care. 


Knowing theſe wat _ were vaſes 'd, 
By fo — atlactous Elves, 


Their Gifts we gallantly refus d, 


Full honeſt to our ſebves, . 
VI. 


And if they try at other Towns 
Theſe Trucks, moſt Men deviſe, 

No more Succeſg their Frauds will crown, 
Dan did at the Exciſe. 


Mr. Chap. How do you like it? 

Mrs. Chap. Very well, my Dear: — But 
is it actually true? 

Mr. Chap. Tis indeed; and to Night all 


the Electors, with their Wives, are invited 
to a grand Entertainment. 


Mrs. Chap. Then I make one. 5 
Mr. Chap. Ay, ay: — But their Schemes 
won't take; for we are determin'd. - | 
Mrs. Chap. I am glad of it, my Dear; 
I Wu not haye you vote any Way that 


may 
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may be in the leaſt inſtrumental to the Re- 
viyal of that curſed Scheme. 

Mr. Chap. No, no, my Dear; but I can't 
help thinking how fooliſh theſe Gentlemen 
will look when they loſe the Election. 


AIR VIL 
O ponder well, &c. 


How diſmal is the Look of Man, 
When he has try'd in vain 

Another's Conſcience to trepan, 
With Offers of vile Gain. 


Scene changes to « Publick Houſe, Popu- 
lace fit drinking at different Tables. 


1 Mob. Come, Harry, here's to you; 
lers drink Succeſs to our Cauſe. hc 


AIR 
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A 1 R VIII. 
Brin Boys then charge your Gli, bc. 


Come, "Os Boys, fill me a 8 1 


Let us bouſe it-whije we may; 
Drink Succeſs to Squire Trimmer, 


And wiſh that he may yin the Day. 


Mob. Huzza! Trimmed for ever: No 
Diſaffegion; Loyalty and Trimmer; no 
Craft Her, ; the fair Trader! the fair Tra- 
der! 1 Mab at the other Table. 


"AIR IK 
Me s to thee my Boy, &c. 


2 


| Britons born free, I. x 

Don't ſervilelyß 721 

Tir Liberty barter for Gold, 
Barter fr Gold ; | 

Each look to himſelf, 

And diſdain the vile Pelf 
That would bring him to Slavery, 

That would, Oc. | 


Mob. Huzza! No Bribery, no Corrup- 
tion, no Exciſe, no Trimmer; Standfaſt 
erer! N 


1 Mob. 


7 " 


J 
0 


: 


none of the Devil's rang) & I'll not act 


- * 
* 
* 


- 
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* -, x Mob. (Ste; ping from the other Table. ] 


Why ſare Ned, you are bewitch*d; I took 


you to be a Fellow of more Senſe. 


1 Mob at this Table. Bewitch'd! for 
what, Zack? Rot me if I won't ſtand up 
for Liberty and Property, and Squire 


Stendfaſf, to the laſt Drop of Blood. 


1 Mob of the other Party. Stand up for 
the Devil, won't you? If you don't ſhortly 
to him, you muſt run away from hence; 

or I know your Circumſtances, and now's 


a Time to retrieve yourſelf. 
1 Mob of this Party. Retrieve myſelf! 


Show? By Bribery and Curruption? No, no, 


Fack, that won't do. | 

| 1 Mob of oy. other. I tell you, Ned, 
Lalling him aſide | you will certainly have 
an Action out 5 Kyo next Week; and 
if you'll ſtep with me to the Tavern, Vil 
only ſpeak a Word to Squire Mercenary, 
and you ſhall be Maſter of ten Guineas in 


a Moment. 
r Mob of this Table. Not I; I'll have 


contrary to my Conſcience for a thouſand 


Pounds. 


1 Mob of the other Party. What doft 


talk of Conſcience, Ned; tis no Scruple of 


Conſcience to take Money at any Time: 


Why, *twill folder up your Affairs as whole 
ever. ; 
'D 1 Mob. 
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1 Mob: Why, look you here, Jack, ſups 
pol I take this Money; tis but partly my 
own, becauſe I contributed. to it before: 
There's ne'er a Pair of Shoes that we wear, 
not a Pound of Candles that we buy, 


but theſe Folk have ſomething out ont, 


which now they ſquander away amongſt 
us, that we may chuſe Men to load us 
with heavier Taxes. 
2 Mob. Say you, Ned; it can't be, can 
* 

1 Mob. Why, yes, 'tis plain enough. 


2 Mob, As how? 


I Mob. Why, ſuppoſe we vote for Mr. 

Trimmer to be Mayor; 

2 Mob, Well! what then? 
1 Mob. Then he (as he is the returning 


Officer) will fa vour them who voted for 


the Exciſe. | 
2 Mob. And what of that? | 
1 Mob. And if they are choſen Parlia- 
ment Men, they will vote for the Exciſe 


| again; or if that ſhould never be can vas'd 


again, yet upon all Occaſions will give 

their Votes for increaſing our Taxes; and 

I think that's enough. 

r rh Mob. Godſo, I did not think of theſe 
ings. 


06. 6. Tic certainly y fo. 
2 Mob. 


— 
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2 Mob. I have a great Mind to give the 


Squire my Money again; but come, let's 
drink, and conſider on t. 1 15 


i 


Sweet are tbe Charms, Kc. 


"mY 


| Can ſuch Deceits i in Mankind dwell, 

If zealous for their Country's Weal ? 5 
Their Fellow- Creatures ſuch annoy, 

And mutually themſelves deſtroy : 
Thus Bribes for outward Bleſſings ſent, 
At laſt prove in ward Puniſhwen, 


IF 


1 Mob, *Tis very true, Jack; ; indeed, I 
would return the : Money. if I was you. 

2 Mob. So Iwill. 
1 1 Mob. Then you and 1 will go ze. 
ther. 
2 Mob. With all my Heart. 
x Mob. I'll drink * this Glaſs, and 
that ſhall be a Bumper, [ Drinking, 


N | * 
5 4 
| 


MY 
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r 
| A Cobler there was, &c: " 


Come liſten ye Gulls whom 1 coaxes, 
For Lucre to mortgage your Votes to C—t 
Foxes, 
With Feaſting and Booſing, tho now they 
may treat, 
Ere a Year's at an end they will prove 
ſow'r Meat. | nm anon, &c. 


With Dainties they cram you, and curious 


WP Oo 
Yet yourſelves muſt diſcharge the Fidlers 
je + bo | 
Then who, like Tom Noodles, on this Score 
would feed, 
When the RecKning' gat laſt for your Share 
Tk decreed, Derry "_ * 


End of ths Second ACT. 
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A cr m 


SCENE I. 


A Bed-Chamber at an Inn, Procurer and 
Mercenary ; the former are ing himſelf 
before 4 Pier-Glaſs. 


J-” ow or neyer, Mr. Mer- 

$ 1 cenary. 

Mer. This Day, indeed 
Sir, either blaſts our Hopes, 


or crowns them with Succeſs. 
Procur. Yes; To- morrow the Election 


- COMES on. 


¶ Looking at a Heap of Money on the Table. 


AIR XII. 
Happy Groves, &c. 


Cruel, cruel, cruel Thing, 
That all this Gold no Votes will bring! 


In 
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In what uncommon Mould were theſe 
Loobies form d, whom B we can't pleaſe ? 
| [Taking - fo Hondful of 2 
Sturdy Villains 
Vile Rapſcallians, 
Deaf to Rhetorick's Voice; 
Half this told in other Towns, 
Would gain an eaſy Choice. 


4 


Mer. We muſt puſh home indeed. —1 
3 knew ſuch perverſe Folk in my 


; > 
Proc. Nor I, by my Soul : Vil venture 


a Wager they read the damn'd Craftſman, 
and ſo are tin&ur'd with his Notions. 

Mer. Very likely ; and that makes them 
fo much againſt Bribery and Corruption. 
Proc. Well, we haye provided a good 

Dinner for the Dogs to-day. 

Mer. And Plenty of Wine. 

Proc. Their Wives likewiſe haye an In- | 
vitation. 

Mer. We muſt ply both Routly. 

Proc. Yes, yes; PetticoataIntgreſt proves | 
often the ſtrongeſt, 

Mer. As might be demonſtrated by our 
But mum for that. | 


Proc. TI hate to fail in my Negotiations: 
—1 ind to 95 all Ways. 


AIR 


— „ 


> 
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A 1. R XIII. 
Thus I ſtand like Turk, &c. 


All the Frauds and Deceits a ſage Cour- 
tier-can hatch, 

Shall now be conſulted this fly Prey to 
catch. 

F'll ply them, and try them, with what 
moſt they admire, 

And gratify nobly each Sex's Deſire. 

W 2525 be willing to finger the 

el | 
Here tis; and ſhould Madam deſire 


myſelf, [ Laying his Hand on 
| the Money 
Both Pelf and myſelf I would freely | 
reſign 


On this bare Condition, that the Mayr 
ſhould be mine. 


Mer. Well, we muſt not loſe Time; are 
you for Walking ? 

Proc. This Moment, Sir. 

Mer. I am afraid we ſhall make our 


Friends wait at the Tavern. 


Proc. No, no. [He takes up the Money.) 
Exennt. 


* 4 


Scene 


— — —— uu 


#4 Tho Domnfal of Bribery * Or, 
| ; | . Scene changes to the Tavern, 


Mr. Freeman, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Firm, 


Mr. Conſtant, and their Wives, with 
ſeveral others. _ 


— OS oi: 8 
VVV 


e Mr. Freeman. 
| Oh what Joys does Freedom give! 
Without it Men ar'n't ſaid to live. 
Let vile Souls for Bribes obe y 
Inhuman arbitrary Sway.” - 
8 Neighbours, like me, your Liberty prize 
= No Corruption, no Corruption — nor 
Exciſe. 1 


E nter Mercenary and Prager: 
[ They all riſe.) 


Proc. Gentlemen, I am your very tikm- 
ble Servant: It rejoices me much to 38 
ſo merry —T hope to participate. — Ladies, 
you, indeed, ſhould have received my firſt 
Compliments; but I hope your Goodneſs 
will excuſe my Rudencls. 


© 
W «+ 


Mer. 
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Mer. Tis with no ſmall Satisfaction 
that we here meet our Friends. — We will 
take care the Ladies ſhall be accommodated 
either with a Ball, e which they 
chuſe. | 
Proc. Gentlemen, can I. — any ways 
10 to you ? — Both myſelf — 
Pocket are at your Devotion. | 
: Mer. Do any et ou labour under _ 
culties, cx e or O - 
wo * 2 pe wy 3 * 
Proc. Do you chuſe to ee his Majeſty 
in the Cuſtoms, or Exciſẽ? 

All. No, no; No Extiſe / | 
Mer. Gentlemen, you miſtake the Thing. 
Proc. It was entirely calculated for the 

Good of the Nation. — But as it is diſtaſte- 
ful, you'll hear ho more t. 

Mer. You give Credit to diſaffected 
"People; who All your Heads with idle No- 
tions. 

. Proc. And abominable Falſitics, — 
But what ſay er Ladies? would not 
* 12 the tlemen vote . right 

a | | 

—. To be ſhare, Mt vhs is 
Mr. Freeman. But which do you call 


— right Way, Sir? 
Proc. For Mr. Trimmer, Honeſt Maſter 
Freeman. 
Mr. Freeman. Sn can't be the right 
__ Way. 
21 7% E Proc. 
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Proc. Why Sir, - 211; x86 

11 Mr. / Freeman. Had: ais pav'd with 
Babery and Corruption, ad 15 | the high 
Road to Slaverr. 

Proc. To Liberty, Sir, you mean: ide 
will free you from all thoſe * 
tions. 

Mr. Freeman. I believe it may fp us of 
der our Money. 
- Proc. You are ine ded, Sir. 
Mr. Freeman. I am not yet convi 
"Proc. Why, ſuppoſe I have a Mind to 
* Mrs. Freeman a Preſent of a Pair of 
Gloyes — where's the Harm'on't? .. | 
Mr. Freeman. I am able to buy hes a 
"Voie myſelf, Sir, if the wants, —— But Lun- 
derſtand ou. 
Proc. I am glad you do, Sir [fer ber 

Money Þ 

MI. Freeman: [ins Paſſion. 4 1 charge 
you for your Liſe, don't weir any at his 

Hands. [be refaſes.] 

Proc. Hey · Day Twas: ob a Baule 
from Lord AA. 
Mir. Freeman. From Londen, or Heuer, 

Eu all the ſame ſhe ſhaw accept it. 

hy” 7 rer and Mercenary make Offers 
all round to the ren but none 
rereive. WA A! | 
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W x : ' xv.” 
A n oy! will," Sec. 
3 


How needleſs are your Offers ! 
To honeſt Souls like theſe : 


[Points to the Company.) 
D* ye think we've js 2; Coffers, : 


hen Gold itſelf can't pleaſe. 
Then for Liberty we'll vote, &e 


- 
- Os. 
WJ SS Þ 
* 2 
0 N . 
- 
* 


* Mr. Chapmen. 


N o Thauſands then ſhall tempts us 
.--, Fo ſell our Country's Cauſe: 
| Such Wretches we deteſt thus 
| as would ney the Lau. 


Ten far Liberty we u vote Ke. 


8 


E 2 | Scene 


28 The Downfal of Bribery : Or, 


© Serene 7 10 4 Parloyr in the 
Tavern. 


Procurer Sos [ſerqrebing his Head. 


Proc. This will never do : By Jove, 


if I fail in my next Attempt, I ſhall be 
ready to hang nde 


Drawer. 


Mrs. e What would you be plea- 
fed to have with me, Sir? — Could you 
not have ſpoke above? 

Proc. I ask Pardon, Madam; but being 
a little yex'd and tir d, made bold, as your 
Partner, to deſire your Company for a Mo: | 
ment to reſt yourſelf. 

Mrs. Firm. I can't ſtay indeed, Sir, nei- 
ther do I know what you mean. 

Proc. [Offering her Money and ar- 
tempting to be rude with on 4 No Harm, 
my Angel! 
Mrs. Firm. N 0 Harm, you impudent 


En nter Drawer, and Mrs. Firm. Exit 


* a LSuring in his Fa ace, and running 
out 


AIR 


ib 
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ATR XVI 


Peggy grieves me, &c. 
[Standing ar the Door.) 


For Bribes we never kiſs, or vote; 

But here beſtow them freely : | 
Yet neither, Scoundrel, is your Lot, 
Lou act fo ungenteelly. 


How inſi pid will this Tales 
— 
At 


pear to your old Crony; 
aunton 2 could not prevail 
On either Sex for Money. _ _ 


Scene changes to a Town-Hall, 


Standfaſt, Trimmer, Procurer, Mercenary, 
3 a l f Eletfors. : 
Proc How goes the Poll? 

Teller. Forty-cight for Trimmer; Forty- 
ſix for Standfaſl. 425 of, 
Proc. Then Trimmer has it. — Cryer, 
make Proclamation, if all have polled, | 


Enter 


30" The muff u, or 
Enter Freeway; Chapman, 1 Co 1 


and Ejrm, 


Teller. No} Sis they have not all poll'd; 
here are four together. 

Proc. Then we have loſt it: D—n 
them. 

Teller. Who 40 you voje Top Mr. Free- | 


man? 
9 retman.” For erde. 
Teller. Mr. Chapman? 
Chap. For Standfaſt.. 
Teller. Mr. Conſtant 1 
Conſt. For Srandfaſt. we 
Teller. Mr. Firm? 
Firm. For Standfaft. © 
Teller. Then 5 JOY Mr. Standfaft 

has gain'd the Election by two, he has Fif- 

ty; and Mr. Trimmer Fortyeight. 
Al. Huzza Standfaſt for ever! — 
Lied and FOO? — a 


Freeman. 


23 
F 


"May © our Examples Means ſufficient 


prove, 
Por more in the fave bis Putt to 


move. 


To 
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To ſtop Corruption bravely let's eſſay, 
Aon ns 4 and: give fair Tabery the 
Se - 

Heav'ns \choiceft Fevouts: ſhall reward 
{ - our Toil. | 


And Peace and Plenty ever bleſs this ine 


Exeum omnes. 


— 
* 


— * 
Js 


A New. 


New BALLAD, 


By Way of Epilogue. 

| S Ne 

Sung by che Perſon who performed 
the Character of Freeman. 


E Knaves, and ye Fools, Maids, Widews, and 
Vibes, 
Come caſt away Care, and rejoice all your Lives ; 
For fince England was England, I dare boldly ſay, 
There ne er was ſuch Cauſe for a Thankſgiving Day: 
For if we're but wiſe, 
And vote for the Exciſe, 
Sir Blue-ftring declares (and you know be ne er lies) 
He'll diſmiſs the whole Cuſtom-houſe raſcally Crew, 
/ an fr in each Town an Exciſeman, or two, = 


beine | 


ka WW Ct ww 


8 
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| a 
Exciſemen are of?” the Bye-blows of the Great, 
And therefore lis meet that they live by the State; 
Beſides, we all know they are mighty well bred, 
For every one of them can both write and read : 

| bus ennobled by Blood, 
And taught for our Good, | 
_ This Right to rule o er us, can ne er be withſtood ; 


For ſure "tis unjuſt, as well as unit 


I 
% 


We: ſhould ſell our own Goods without their Permit. 
III. 


' Who would think it a Hardſhip, that Men ſo polite 
Should enter their Houſes by Day or by Night, 


To poke in each Hole, and examine their Stock, 
From the Cast of right Nants, to their Wife's Hol- 
land Smock ? | 

He's as croſs as the Devil 

That cenſures as evil 

A Viſit ſo courteous, ſo kind and ſo civil: 
Since to ſleep in our Beds without their Permit, 
Were in a free Country a Thing moſt unſii. 


IV. 


When we re abſent ſbey I viſit, and look to our Houſes, 
Wi ul tutor our Daughters, and comfort onr Spouſes 
N m2 Condeſcend 


* 


— 
. 
. 
A 
- 
o 


* 
1 


3 
a * 
* - „ 


4 >, 
4 2 — 
. P * 
> > . ? — 
of W254 AE. a s 
— 


* 
SHA 


5 * ute we 4 * N 
— 


- RI 
= 


34 The Downfal of Bribery : Or, 


Condeſcend at our Coſt to cat and to drink, fog 


That our Ale mayn't turn ſour, our Vituals mayn's 
| To ſuch a Commerco 


None can be averſe, 
© Sipcs every one knows it is better than worſe : . 


Then let us careſs them, and ſhew we are wiſe, 
Ey bolding our 7 guss, n and pulling our Eyes: 


* - 
An Exciſe that is general ſets us quite free 


Hon ibe Thraldom of Trials by Judge and Jug, 


And puis us into a right ſummary Way 


0 Of paying but what the Commiſgoners ſay ; 


And what need we fear 
Their being ſevere, | 
Who for fining us have but a Thouſand a Year 


1s better on ſuch choſen Men to rely, 


Tban on Rwaſon, or Law, or an honeſt Fury, 
4 I 


Since the H—ns 4 bave left us, aud ors our Per Pay, 


6 r and D=— are in a bad Way, 
"77s therefare high Time to augment our 8 
Aud double our Files, both of Foot and of Horſe : 


The prolifick Exciſe, 
Will beget theſe Supplies, 
Como et Britain — with too * 
i 
\ | 


PX 


. 
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Our Freedom and Properties ſafe to defend, 
Ader Fears of the Pope and Pretender to nd 
An Exciſe for all Knaves yields Places moſt fit, 
And will fur niſb our Fools with Store of bought Mit; 
"Twill enable each F—ce to oppreſs or prote 
All who vote, or vote not, as be Hall dire : 
"Twill increaſe the Supplies, 
And the Number of Spies, | 

And ſtrengthen Sir Blue"s Hands tobribe our Allies ; 
What to all Sorts ſuch Bleſſings does freely diſpence, 
Muſt ſurely be figh'd for by all Men gf Senſe, 

VIII. 4 

Moreover, this Project, if right underflood, * 
Will produce to the Nation abundance of Good ; 


In Coffee and Tra bow our Trade is increas d, 
If not the fair Dealers, the Smugglers at leaſt ! 


Civil Liſt till amend 
| By fining falſe Friend, [End ; 
And the Nation's true Sinking Fund prove in tte 


Then South-Sca, and India, and Bank never fear, 
Your Security certain for more than one Year. 


IX. 


Den ye Knaves, and ye Fools, ye Maids, Widows, * 
and Wives, 
Come caſt away Care, and rejoice all your Lives, 


Er a 


en 


17 F | Jince Folaiid a 29s England, 1 dare 
17 TR ts ne'tr was ſuch Cauſe for a Thank(giving Day 


3 F ifwirolt wiſh . | 
Au dote for the Erciſe, 1 P% 
: * 425 Sir Blue-ftring declare (and gou know be ne er lies) | 


e Merchant and Tradeſmen, if bis projet but take, 


* al have their free Choice, to hang, drown, or - 


\ * N N 1 4. 
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